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NEW GREENER BUSINESS MODEL OFFERS ENERGY EFFICIENCY BENEFITS

Windows Active takes a look at the energy efficiency properties Spectus Window Systems’ new product, EcoSpec, provides specifiers

The energy efficiency of building products is increasingly on the top of the list for specifiers and consumers, which is why Spectus Window Systems has launched its new thermally efficient and sustainable flagship product, EcoSpec. Delivering on both performance and aesthetics, EcoSpec also contains post-industrial and post-consumer recycled PVC content to address the needs of environmentally-conscientious specifiers in the public and private sectors.

Installing windows that perform poorly in terms of energy efficiency has an impact on bills and as energy prices increase and budgets tighten specifiers are looking for cost-effective ways to make buildings more efficient by retaining a greater amount of heat. The fenestration industry responded to this by providing energy efficiency information that is easy to comprehend when comparing products. The first of the three major types of energy flow that occurs through windows is non-solar heat losses and gains in the forms of conduction, convection and radiation. Energy flow also takes place though airflow and solar heat gains in the form of radiation. U values alone are insufficient as a method of assessing a window’s energy efficiency because although they consider the heat loss from a window they do not account for solar heat gain that can improve the overall efficiency of the house.

This is where the British Fenestration Rating Council’s (BFRC) national Window Energy Rating system (WER) is useful. Recognised within the Building Regulations as a method to show compliance for the installation of replacement windows, WER provide a simple and accurate assessment when used to rate a window’s energy efficiency. It enables specificers to determine how well a product will perform in terms of helping to contain and conserve heat within a building, keeping out wind, resisting condensation and insulating from sound. WER also allows the energy efficiency of products to be compared so that specifiers can choose the window that best meets their criteria based on its performance.

Like all Spectus profiles, EcoSpec is a high performance product that improves a building’s thermal efficiency and can achieve a WER of band A. Spectus Window Systems plans to migrate the majority of its product offering to the EcoSpec brand, which also exceeds all regulatory requirements for security, safety, durability and thermal and acoustic insulation. The technology used in EcoSpec means that profiles can be combined to create any style of window and can also be used in conservatory construction. But making the choice to use an energy-efficient profile such as EcoSpec doesn’t mean compromising on style or quality. Spectus Window Systems’ products will be designed, manufactured and installed specifically to suit a property. This means that thanks to their smart and stylish appearance, fitting the high performance PVC-u windows not only improves the thermal efficiency of a home but maintains its aesthetic appeal.

Protection from thermal and sound loss comes as standard with Spectus Window Systems’ products but as well as its energy efficiency properties, EcoSpec also boasts a low environmental impact during the manufacturing process due to the post-industrial and post-consumer recycled PVC that is in the heart of the profile. Achieving an ‘A’ rating from the BRE Green Guide specification, EcoSpec frames could cut the UK’s annual CO2 emissions by the equivalent of almost 50,000 return flights from London to New York. Spectus Window Systems can recycle PVC-u windows that are being replaced back into EcoSpec products using innovative technology. Diverting waste PVC from landfill is an attractive proposition for eco-friendly specifiers and consumers. 

Thanks to a full suite of consumer-friendly literature and sustainability training that Spectus Window Systems is making available, installers will find it easy to sell the new sustainable proposition to customers too. Additionally, there is no need to foil the recycled content, and further increase its environmental impact, as it is inside the profile. 

David Oliver, Spectus’ sales and marketing director, explains that 90 per cent of all orders will automatically be upgraded to an EcoSpec profile with immediate effect: “We are extremely proud of EcoSpec as a product, as it delivers recycled content as well as the performance and appearance credentials for which Spectus has become renowned. So confident are we in its capabilities that the long term plan is to only produce EcoSpec profiles going forward.”


